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Backed by these recommendations. Sir Henry Parkes made
another attempt and on October 15, 1889 he sent a circular
telegram to all the premiers* laying' stress on (i) the need
for general military organization, (ii) relaxation o£ tariff
barriers, and (iii) uniformity o£ legislation on some points,
and requested them for federating the colonies. An inter-
colonial conference of ministers met at Melbourne, which
was followed by the Convention of Sydney (1891). The
Convention prepared a draft of the Commonwealth Bill, but
owing to lack of sufficient popular support nothing more
substantial could be achieved. The federal leaders realised
the necessity of educating the people on the point
Accordingly they established a federal League and toured the
whole country carrying on intensive propaganda in- support
of the federal cause. The opponents with equal intensity
counteracted this propaganda and warned the people against
the danger of a federation,! The financial crisis of 1893 gave
further impetus to the federal cause and a conference of
the premiers met at Hobart (1897) to discuss the situa-
tion, but it missed the presence of the originator of the idea,
Sir Henry Parkes, who had died working for the movement
upto the last.f In accordance with its recommendations
* It will be of interest to mention here that since the time Sir Henry Farkes
started this campaign in favour of the federal cause he always received
an unfavourable reply from Mr, Duncan Guilles, premier of Victoria, the latter
always insisting on the former's first joining the Federal Council as a necessary
step towards federation, but Parkes every time opposed the idea.
f Speaking of the tactics of the opponents of Australian federation
Bryce says :" They fanned the jealousies which naturally exist between
small and large communities, telling the former that they would be over-
borne in voting, and the latter that they would suffer in purse ; and they
wound up with the usual and often legitimate appeals to local sentiment.*'
1 Constitutions,' p. 280.
J " On April 22 (1896) he died, embittered by poverty and disappoint-
ment but with courage unshaken, and proudly conscious that his fame
rested upon a surer foundation than popular caprice."
B. R. Wise. 'The Making of the Australian Commonwealth '
18UO-190G.   p, 216.

